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. ; oS oes baving purposed to order it to his own glory.’ 
DOCTRINES OF CALVINISM 1! “paving ery says, “el acknowledge this to be 
“ AvLayman of Brooklyn” offered to our. my doctrine, that not merely by the permis- 
readegsy in the last number of this paper, s.on of God, but by his secret counsel, Adam 
sofhe sensible observations upon the popular) fell, end by his fall drew all his posterity into 
doctriye of Afonemént. We have no doubt | eternal ruin.’ iReader, what does the language 
that a great many persons give their assent ta‘ we have quoted imply, ifit does not impiy 
this and thé kindred doctrines of Calvinism, | that God, who is our creator, has made us sin- 
without really knowing what they profess to! pers ? 
bélieve, Im order that our readers may | | 
have a fair opportunity to judge for them-| 2 Calvinism, we think, teaches that men 
selves what Calvinism is, weshall make a | cannot do any thing (o procure or prevent their 
few quotations from the most highly eSteem. | salvation. 
ed orthodox * Confessions of faith,” and from The Westminster Assembly's one 8 
the writings of some of the most eminent , & our own Saybrook Platform teach that? 
defenders of this system. 
1. Tous, Calvinism seems to teach that | his glory, some men and angels are predesti- 
God made men sinners. ‘nated unto everlasting life, and others foreor- 
Calvin himself says, “* we are every one of dained to everlasting death.’ ‘ lhese angels 
ts bora infected with original sin, and from! and men thus predestinated and foreordained 
our mother’s womb are ‘undét the curse of are particularly and unchangeably desigied ; 
God, and a sentence of damnation—and this | and their number isso certain and definite, 
not on account of another’s sin only, but om | that it cannot be either increased or diminish- 
account of the wickedness, which is within us (ed? * Those of mankind that are predesite, 
even when it does, nol shew itseif. ” Low tedunto life, God (before, thé fou Gatien’ ot 
came this to be our deplorable condition ? ithe world was laid, according to ius eternal 
The Westminster Assembly of Divines in- | and immutable purpose, and the setret coun. 
form us that “ The Fall brought mankind in- | sel and good pleasure of his wili) hath chose: 
to an estate of sin and misery’’—* Our first |in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his 
parents being seduced by the subtility and | mere free grace and love, without any fore- 
temptation of Satan, sinned in eating the | sight of faith or good works, or perseverance 
forbidden fruit.” “ They being the root of | in either of them, or any other thing in the 
all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, | | creature, as conditions or causes moving him 
and the same death in sin and corrupted na- | therguato, and all to the praise of his gloriou 
ture was conveyed to all their posterity, de> | grace.” Neither are any other redeemed 
seending from them by ordinary generation.” | by Christ, or effectually called, justified, a. 
‘ By this imputation of sin or corruption of our | dopted, sanctified and saved, bul the elect on- 
nature we are utterly indisposed, disabled | | ly. ”™” In Calvins lnétitutes are the followin 
and made opposite to all that is spiritually | passages. ** All things being at God's dispo 
good, and wholly inclined to all evil and that | sal, and the decision of salvation or death be 
continually.”?> We next inquire how the fall, longing to him, he orders all things by hi: 
that event which has produced such disaster. | counsel anc decree,in such a manner, tha at 
ous consequences to the whoie human race,| some men are born, devoted from the wei! 
came topass ? Lhe same learned Assembly cerlain death ; that his narre may be glorified 
of Divines will inform os. *' God from aii | in their destruction. ” And again; ‘il ask, how 
eternity did, by the most wise and holy coun- | has it come to pass, that the fall of Adam has 
sel of his own will, freely and unchangeably | involved so many nations with their infant 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” And this! children in eternal death, and ths without 
sin of our first parents,‘God was p!eased accor- 
ding to bis wise and holy counce!, to permit,. 
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Not only does this ii voversitle decrce of 
God render it e entirely aselecss for men to at- 
tempt to do any thing to procure their salva 
tion, but according to Calvinism, the fall bas 


put it out of the sir pover to do any thine. — 


Read the following declaration of Calvin him- | 


geil; * Tdetest those who ascribe tous anv 
freedom of will, by which we may prepare 
ourselves to regeive The grace of God; os by 
which we may ourselves co-operate wilh the 
Holy Spirit, thatgmay be wiven use? In 
the Westminster Assembly’s Confes-ion and 
the Saybrook Platform we are told that, 
“ Man by his fallinto a stale of Fin, hath 

vholly lost all abilit ty of will to any spiritual 
aaa ac companying salvation ; so 48 a natur- 
al man, being altogether averse from that 
ood, and dead tn sin, is not able, by hts own 
strength, to convert himself or to prepare 
iimself thereunto.”?. A similar belief was 
yrofessed by the Synod of Dort. ‘ All men 
are conceived in sin and born children of 

vrath, without ability for any good lending to 

ms atiain inclined to evil, dead in sins wand 


slaves of sin; and without the regenetating | 


race of the Holy Spirit, have neither wil 
ior pewer to return to God, to correct their 
depraved nature, orto dispose themselves to 
its correction.’ And our own President 
i dwards in his treatise on origiaal sin asserts 
that, * so longas men are in their natural 
efate, they cot only have no good thing batit 
ts bavi oss bbe that they ehould have or do any 
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coud thing.” “Phey are however wholiy un- 
agtie fo eacane from this natural state, unles 


ihe number of the clect ! This ts 
ex ressly dechar ‘od by the 


Divines 


they are o! 


“ay brook 
(Cloniéssions ! 
-redestinated unto life, and those only, he is 
oleased, in bis appointed and accepted lime, 
Teciually teca'l by his word and spirit. out 
of that state of sin and death in which they 
are by natu 
hasten iteir wills and by his 41 
wer determining them. to that which 
O 4 : and etiectaually drawing them to 
cas Christ, yet so as they c Sune ™ ost free 


: 
“mg made willing | by fas grace » These 


- ‘ 


~ 


» st a a 
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bias some COMMON operations of {rie Sprrait 
vet not bemeg effectually drawia oy the Kath 
er, they netiberdo nor camcame unto Christ, 
and therefore cannot be saved, 

What janguage could have been used, that 
would m ore Fexplic iy assert the ulfer mmabrll- 
ty o! mento ey any (hit 1 ft or therr own sala 
tion ? Ufthe above stated doctwines of Calyin- 
iam be true, it is useless for us to make an ef- 
fortin the way olf wel! duing, we may just as 
safely run riot tn the way “Ol ou hearts an| 
the sight of our eyes, faliilng’all the desires 
ofthe Lesh, and following all the imaginations 

tthe thoaghts ; for we ‘mua mevilably go 
to eternal perdition unless God @f his own 
free wiland pleasure has seea fit from bé- 
‘ore the foundation of the world, to elect and 
predestinate us to elernal isfe. li would stil 
be advisable indeed, that we shoulé@ do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly, because our 
happiness in this world will be greatly pro- 
moted by such a course of conduct ; but as 
‘vo ihe world beyond ths grave, all that we 
may door omit to do here Will not (according 
to Calvinism) in the least degree affect Our 
condition there. [f we areamong the smail 
number ofthe * Elect,’ we shall certainly be 
saved atany rete; and if we are not of that 
number we shall be damned at any rate 

lt is our intertion in future numbers of this 


| paper, to stale the Other doctrines of Ca!vin- 


ism. dn the mean lime we wish our re: ice is 


| would take the trouble to pe ruse attentive 


Wesiminster and | 
in the x Chap. of their | 
Al} those whem God hath} 


e, tagrace and salvation by Jesua 


Should you be of opinion that it will be of 


givioes further dkclare that * this effectual 


call is of God's free and special grace aisne, 
not from any thingat all forescen ta man, 
who is altogether passive therein, unul being 

nckened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, 


nets theredu cn@dled to answer this call. ’— 


~ P } Ye . > P ; 
» Ohers®nol elected, althouczh ther uay be 
i 


Word, aud a3 | a’ 


ithe Westminster 
s | Faith and Larger C poset “de or the Saybrook 


- 


5 . 
Ass S mb Ss cont fessror i anf 


Piatliorm. Wealsorefer them to the Christ- 
ian Disctple, vol. iv, p. 244, where they will 
fiud * Views of Calvi ism” by Profetsor Nor 
ton of Cambridge. Under this head, the au- 
thorhas by numerous passages from eminent 
calvinistic witters delineated the odious tea- 
tures of that popular system of Theology. 
— 4 

Mr, Editor.—Tue following communica- 
tion on the doctrine of Atonemeut was 
wrilfen by me previously ta the one publish. 
ed in Your lasi, but was by accident mislaid. 


any service tnmelacidating the subject, and 
that the resemblance between tt and the oth. 
er isnot eo great as to destroy tts interest, 
vou are al liberty to puadlish tt. I woaid 
however premise, thatit has been far from 
my tutention in both these commenications, 
to tudinate, 
to the memory of those earth!y beroes men 
tioned im them, cao be conpared with that 
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holy love, veneration and gratitude due to 
Jesus Christ. 
son of the Evertiving God , 
which he has effected ts 


the earth, embraces the 


They were men hike ourselves, and the saiva 
tion which they wronght (:f indeed it de prop: 
er to diguify t with that name) was wholly 
fof a temporal nature, and extended, compar- 
atively speaking, wes toa very small number 
of individaals—I make these remarks, not be 


cause | think that cae of these Communiea- | 


tiong can with any fairness of construction, 


he made tospeaka different language, but | 
those, who delight | 


bacause ! know there are 
to misrepresent every thing advanced by 
Unitarians in favor of their religious opin- 


Unitarians have no regard for the Scriptures, 
and are, in fact, wfhdels in disguise. 
A Layman of Brooklyn. 


Epaminondas, Alfred and Washington have 
been frequently stylea the Saviour, of their 
respective conatries. By their patriot ic toils 
and heroic exertions, tt is said their respect 
ive countries were ransomed from slavery and 


restored to the enjoyment of the rights of | 


an. And bad our iilustrioas Washington 
seen amongst the number of those of his 
brave countrymen who fell at the battle of 
Yorktown, at the close of the American Rev. 
olution, we shonld undoubtedly sav, * he died 
or bis country ;’ “his blood was 
jis countrv.”” Now expressions like these 
re perfectly proper ; they deceive no one 
ecause no ove uudersiands them ta their lit- 
ral sense. 
Without pretending to say how the fact is 


iod to point out to men the way of salvation 
hat in the prosecution of this brs divine la >or 
seendnred wilingle the most cruel persecu 
ion; that in order to enforce the doctrines 
nd precepts which be taught, and to con 
ynce all mankind by the most irrefragible 
videnre that he was not an impostor, 
ielded up himse!f to a most disgraceful and 
zouizing death. 


ps2 ——** his blood was shed for sinners.” 
ritten hts biography and 
bo foretold Ins appearance on artis, 
throughout abound with 


be very antin spe 
a 


whose 
the boldest 
»cali 


akine of iim t 


rrikings 
7ures, 
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He isa divine personage ; the | 
and the salvation | 
co-extensive with. 
whole family of man, 
and endures throigh trme and eteraity !— | 


'See3? 


tions, the 


}ation, 
ions, and endeavor to make it appear that! 
the highest exercise of our lovea 


believed by those 


(even whilst they are thus ba 


shed for: 
| lieve that * 
it do 
| general tenor of seripture nor 
mon sense of mankiod, and cannot 
,| Bat those passages of ecripture, by which it i 
let us suppose that Jesus Christ was seat by | ' 


h e | 


If this was the fact, could | 
2 wotsay witg propriety, “ Christ died for | 
and | 
ould not the inspired penmen who heave | 
the holy pr phets| 


WY, 
RAL Ci ssl eth 135 
came ts guage wich we actually find tn the 
Hloly Scriptures applied to him? Ifso, then t 


it not probable toat the moery respecting 
Christ which I have given above is the co: 
rect one ? Is it not more rat 
it. than to believe that he was 


‘ a . 
ronal in i e:feve 


hieraliy asacrt 


, eee ‘ : 
‘fice in thé same sense that the slaughtered 
rams and goats amongst the Jews were sacri 


Whea we meet with a passa: 
which will bear two distinct significa- 
one figurative and the other Jiteral, 
the most advisable method to determin 
which of these significations was intended te 
be conveyed by the wriler, is to ascertata by 
careful examination which best comper! 
with the general tenor of scripture. Let us 
apply this ruje to the subject unde 
The general tenor of scripture cer 
tainly represents God asa Being ¢ 


‘eof ScVrilbe 


ture 


cr considers 


eserving 
nd graiitude, 
Phe doctrine of alonement, as it is commonly 
who style themselves Or- 
thodox, represents Got as a Being angry with 
mankind, blood, aud refusing to 
be appeased uit:i they or some one for them 
shall, by , pay the debt to the 
very last farthing which their sias hove impo- 
sed upon tiem. It represents his anger 4s 
barnin: g with un 


» ° , . 
thiceting for 


acituai suiieriag, 


bated vinicuce, until looking 
down “frdtn above he sées au inngeent be 
lng expiring upon the cross, and hears his 
cying AZOICS 5; he then becomes appeased, 


and offers to pardon those guilty wretches 
rbarousts mitre 
dering the son of his Love! Isit pofsib!e to 
believe all this concerning God, acd-siill be 
{70d Is love’? ? [ft ts rarpassib! 
es not therefore either comport wilh the 
with the com- 


t 
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° 


contended this doctrine is proved will heat 


»| the construction which is put u ‘pon them in 
| the former part of this communication.  ( 
‘ ‘ 

| We hesitate then fora moment which to be- 


an 


lieve ? It will an my opinion be very e ig 
show that a belief'in the orthodox doc tei “6 of 
the atonem-niis inconsistent with lovelo G 
We may perhaps love that being Who “iter 
ed for us, but we cannot lowe him who exact- 
ed the suffering. We must 
the same terror that the 


view him with 


t4indoas 


rod, Juggernaut, and not with the lurve 
and atlertion ofa child towards a parect. 
we are commanded tr. do, Bat love pa the 
very foundation and es:enr-e of the C 
lrekvion, Whatever dort therefore ten 
tofdim: ish or destroy that love ms not aniv 


odious & demoratizi: 
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DOCTRINES OF THE REFORMATION, 
From the Springfield Recor cer. 


We frequently hear the doctrines of Calvin 
called dectrines of the reformation: if this 


phrase means nothing more than that these | 


doctrines were lefi untouched by the reform- 
ers, tt may perhaps be troe ; butufit is iotend- 
ed to deciare that they were at that me firet 
xeceived and made part of the religious light 
which that event threw ip upon the world, 
many of your readers would be at a loss to 
know wherein the reformation consisted.— 
‘The truth is, they are of Roman Catholic 
growth; they were known and believed in 
the Roman Church for ages before Luther 
existed, and | think it is not difficult to give 
the reason why in the work of reforming adu- 
ses, he suffered these doctrines to remain. 
But I confess it is difficult to imagine why 
they were first invented, anc how they should 
have found favor when they were first propo- 
sed ; forthey are not laid down tn the scrip- 
tures, and they have no loveliness of their 
own to recommend them. It might have 
seemed ike humility to attribute, as they do, 
all agency to God; and it might be very weil 
{o humble ourselves thus, if we could doit 
without atthe same time throwing off our re. 
sponsibility. If ali our actions as these doc 


trines presuppose, are produced by the direct | 
agency of God, they are not ours, and if they | 


are wrong we are not culty : the proper rev- 
- y 5 t 


erence ts to ascribe to him those powers | 


which he has given and left us at liberty to 
use them well ori!l. But these doetrines did 
not originate in this overstrained huimility— 
they were first suggested in the bitterness of 
dispute; the maxims were introduced and 
naintained one after another, til they were 
jramed into a system, which was not very 
consistent, but what was of more importance 
to the (ramers, would admit of being defend- 
ed, Augustin, in the sixth century, was the 
first {o propose this system. - Itseems that 
Pelagius, a British monk, had declared that 


cood works only are valuable in the sight of 


God, and Augustin took up the controversy 
against him: this he maintained witb great 
severity, advancing one proposition and arti- 
cle after another, ll probably much to bis 
own astonishment he found himself the author 
ofa faith entirely new. In opposition to the 
principle of merit, he declared that divige 
rrace is necessary to bend the will, and where 
this grace is not atlorded, we have ouly pow 
erto do evil, but none to do good ; that ac 


Se 


—EE ee 





tious which seem to be reliyious, if periocm- 
ed without divine grace, are voting more 
than epleadid sins. Ue aiso maintained that 
all men sinned in Adam aad shouid bear the 
everlasting pioishment of his crume. Bat the 





thought ofinfauls seemed to stagger bis faith 
lil be ingeniousiy discovered that though 
they were sp heil, their panishmeat would 
/ hot be very severe, and they would choose it 
/tu preference to anathtiation, tie then laid 
down as a Consequence oj his doctrine, of our 
want of freedom, that God had predestinated 
; some toeternal life, and others to destruction. 
Sach were his opiatons, which ene would 
suppose could not prevail by their own rea- 
aonabieness and trath; but St. Augustin 
knew human natate too well to place much 
dependeiuce on those recommendations. He 
had great influence ta the Church, and Pela- 
gius had none; he procared@ sentence of 
council! condemning the faith of his adversa- 
ry, Who was banished and died in obscurity ; 
and then the epinions of dugastin prevailed 
almost witout contradiction ; for there was 
reward in keeping them, and there. were not 
many so weakiy honest nor so imprudently 
fond of trath, as to embrace the faith ofa 
powerless, neglected and banished man. 
Now st must be remembered, that Luther 
was amonk of the orderof St. Augustin, and 
professed his doctrines in their full extent. 
It was notto be expected that in a time of 
| diszension, he should abandon the opinious 
he bad professed before, and accordingly we 
| find that after the reformation, he held them 
|More firmly than ever. He labored to re. 
iferm abuses in practice’ rather than in faith, 
and with all his zeal, his feeling was net en- 
| lightened. It seems essential to a thorough 
polemic to believe himself right, and others 
(entirely wrong; to be able to discern no 
ltrace of excellence in his adversaries, but on 
‘the contrary to hate them with a religious 
‘hatred. ‘hese qualifications Lutber  pos- 
| sessed in an eminent degree, but at the same 
itime. he had fortitude and resolution that 
| probably would not have been found in a mild. 
,er and more benevolent heart. Beside the 
circumstance that Luther had beco educated 
in the opinions of St. Augustin, we must re- 
member that among other Catholic abuses, he 
was Opposing the doctrine of merit. The 








saints and martyrs bad mach more merit than 
they had any use for, and all the excellence 
over and above what was necessary for their 
(own justification, wae claimed as the proper- 





Catholics had a strange persuasion that the f 





tT 


hw 
































































sa 





THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN, 











ty of the Cuurch; whea avy Cetholie had 
commiited asia, a suificrent quaulity of this 
meri( to cover it was transferred to bia ac 

count. Upon this accumulated stock of mer- 
it, they suld iudulgencies to Commit siu.— 
Hence in opposing the doctrine, of merit, 
Luther thought it necessary to preach ayainsi 
good works 1 every pusstile fora ; he would 
not allow them to be either the means or Con- 
dition of salvation, nor even a preparation for 
receiving it, and ove of his immediate follow. 
ers wenl eo far as to say they were an it pea- 
ment to salvation. The reason that the 
doctrines of yrace are called Calvinistic, is 
that they were abandoned by the Lutherans 
soon alter Luther’s death, and were taken up 
by Calvin, who enjoys the reputation (such as 
itis) of eing their author. 


‘That these are doctrines of the reforma-: | 


tion, then means nothing more than that they 
were not then reformed, and suflicient reasous 
for not rejecting them, are found in the edu- 
cation, views, and character of the great re- 
former. ‘The reformation was not then com- 
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is something marvellous 19 the solemn assur: 
ance with which each parly declared tothe 
viher, that 1 was done with a single eve to 











ihe was vever slow in declartag, his senti- 
| ments on this point, and justines the burning 
| Servetus altve by the following argament, be- 
‘fore that time i believe uskeard of in the 
court of conscience or morality. He says in 
one ef bis letters “ Since the Papists, ia or- 
\der to Vindicate their superstition, craeliv 
shed innocent bleod, it isa shame that a 
| christian ruler should have no courage ia the 
defence of certain truth.” | am far from 
| mentioning these things to throw reproach on 
|Calviniss. I think tuat they should be at. 
| tributed to the spirit of the age. | doit in 
‘order to show that the hehe which dawned 
japon the worldiu the reformation was not 
}complete—that much was absolatcly wrong 
lin the pracice of the reformers, and whey 
their ideas of Christian Charity were no pur- 
ler, there 1s reacon to believe ihat their faith 
| was not periect, 
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their spiritual gooc. Calvin deciares, what 


plete: for we hold that liberaity of feeliag; Ui we stil call these the doctrines of the 
keepa pace with real reform in religion, aud | reformation, we should remember that they 


the purer one’s faith is, the kinder he is to | 
those who differ from him ; when the faith 1s 
wrong, the beart is often right, Lutit is au 
abuse of language to call that a reformation, 
where tbe religious belief only is altered, and 
the heart isieft a3 bitterand uncharstabie as 
ever. in what manner the docirines of 
grace operated upon the feeljng of those 
who invented & those who maintained them, 
they have themselves borne abundant witness, 
St. Augustin, to whom we are indebted for 
the system, in his epistle to Vincentius, ar 
cues strongly in favor of severe persecution 
of heretics ; be gives us to understand, that 
he bad former!v considered mild persuasion 
as most eflectual to reclaim them, but they 
only abused bis good nature, and he had 
im consequence altered his opinion ; for he 
had known capital punishment tried with the 
happiest effect, and though the conversion 
prodaced in the mind of a heretic by fear ot 
burning, could not be very sincere, it was 
considerably better than none. Luther re- 
tained too much of the spirit, and being ut- 
terty unable to discover in what way burning 
could operate to the conversion of an infidel, 
proposed for bis part to confine them.as mad- 
men. Inthe thirty years’ war which follow- 
ed the reformation, both protestants and cath 
‘lice unitec in the opinion that heresy should 
ve exterminated by fre and sword, and there 


remain {o be reformed; not hy the persecu. 
ting spirit of the first reformers—not by ee- 


j ways the supports of a cause that is not worth 
defending, aud such argumeats are never em- 
ployed except for want of better. This re. 
formation is begun and is rapidly advancing. 
There 1s notso much said of original cin as 
formerly, avd the liability of infanta to saffer 


total depravity, and Unitarians would not de- 
ny an explanation. somewhat similar to Dr. 
Chalmers, ‘that men are born ungodly,’as they 
are born without any sentiments & have them 
io acquires Lhe docirine of election, az stated 
by Dr. Woods,‘God eternally purposed (o save 
4 grestnamber of our race, and purposed 10 
save them preciscly ia the manoer in which 
he does save them”’ we are quite. willing to as- 
sentto.—IliMr. Stuart actually intends to as- 
sert (hat in his union with Jesus of Nazareth 

the divinel.ogoe could not of course be neces. 
sitated at once to put forth all his enerpy, go 
exhibit all his knowledge and wisdom : jn, 
so inuch of it and no more was manifested as 
was requisite to Constitute the character of an 
all sufficient incarnate Mediator and Kedeem 

er ;”’ to this we will beartily agree; and if 
these gentlemen would not consent tu the 
‘Unitarian sentiments which tacse words seem 





vere denunciations por ongencrous treatment 
of those who believe them. These are al- 


for sinfulness not their own. We hear Jess of 
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to us toimply, the very necessity of using ;stition, and fanaticism. It is easy to per. 
them —of softening down the langnage which | ceive—and you have often had occasion to 
has not hitnerto been contradicted, 1s itseifan | observe——the confusion and mischief which 
evidence of considerable reformation and a; sach men creafe in a religious community, 
promise of more improvement in this portion These resuits are the natural consequences 
o} the world. | of ignorance, when heated with enthusiasm, 
| Sound learning is one of the best preservatives 
against them, and a pious and well intormed 
Ciergy can alford the ouly antidote to the 
evils they produce. 
Oo + oOo 

THE DIFFICULTIBS AND DANGERS WHICH AT- 

TEND THE INVESTIGATION OP RELIGIOUS 

TRUTH. 


- Sto 
IGNORANCE AND FANATICISM. 

‘From Bishop Brownell’s Charge, 1821.) 

Having made some judicious remarks upon 
Pnowledge as being nextto piely, the most 
ssential qualification to the Chistian Minis: 
ter, the author proceeds ; 

iv it were uecesaary tourge any thing fur-| One cannot but feel anxious to know, 
ther on this topic, | would refer you to the which, among the various systems of Theolo.- 
effects of ignorance as they are displayed In gy is true. This anxiely is Incréased by con. 


the presumption, the errors, and ¢&travayan- sidering the difficuliies and dangers, that ates 


cies of those untaught and self-constituted | tend the investigation of the subject. We 
teachers who assume to be above the aids of | will mentivna few of these. 

human learning, and cherish the fondconceit| 1, The language of Scripture is often am. 
that they are acting under the immediate and | biguous and figurative. Its styleis tinctured 
perceptable influence of the Hoiy Ghost-— | with the idioms, customs and character of dis- 
You will see such men discuss the most diffi- tant and ancient nations. The words of 
cult points of theology with the utmost beld- | Scripture do not always convev to us of the 
ness; and decide atonce, aud with the most | present day, one certain, unquestionable 
perfect contidence, questions which require |sense ;—- and it hence comes to pass, that 
the deepest research. The popishtenet of |Jearned aud pious commentators differ in 
infallibiiity has been supposed to he at the | their opinions about them. 

bottom of much of the bigotry which pre | 2. fo the atudy of anbjects difficult in 
vails in that Chorch, But of all bigots, no themselves ave conveyed to us by the defect- 
one is so confident and intolerant as he whe ive instramentality of lavguage, we bring 
imagines himself the subject of special, sus | minds imperfect in their capacities, darkened 
pernataral illummation. Such men boldly | by sin, perverted by prejudice and swaved by 
denounce all who dissent from their particu- |feeling. We have reason to suspect our- 
lar views as mistaken formalists, and suppose | selves on all these points and to tremble. It 
themselves capable of imparting new light is a tact, beyond a!l doubt, that every man 
and knowledge to every misguided flock which | adopts a system before he examines it. He 
may forsake its proper Pastor in quest of adopts it in youth, when he is not competent 
novelty. Imagining themselves to have been | to examine ; he receives it from bis teachers 
the subjects of some special miracle, they be- before he dare examine. And what is the 
come inflated with spiritual pride and self cousequence ? He gves tothe Bible, to rze 
righteousness. ‘Ihey fancy themselves the if it will support bis system. He wishes 
peculiar favorites of heaven, and say toj|that itmight. Ele is unwilling to differ from 
those who can make no such pretensions, | his parents, his friends and the community 
“ stand by thyself; 1 am holier than thou :’— | around him. Aad more thaa this, he has 
believing the operations of the Holy Spiritto+ been led to think perhaps, that the system he 
be direct, perceptible and instantaneous, and | holds is essential to salvation. Although 
irresistable, they undervalue and despise the therefore be resorts to the Bible as an infaili- 
ordmary means of grace. They teach their | hie standard, yet he 1s to consider that his 
ignorant followers to Sook for some special | early notions may bave clothed the language 
aud supernatural out pouring of the Spirit, of Scripture in a meaning of their own ; so 
and to expect some special miracie to be! that his infallbie standard in a measure fails 
widught for their salvation :—and mistaking him. Acd when he reflects that minds as 
the suggestions of their own mnaginations. for | loity as those of Paschal and Fenelon, were 
enperjatural impulses and impressions, they jtnvulved in the superstitions of Popery, ane 
run into every species of cxirayagacee, super- saw nothing ta ihe Givle to oppose them, be 
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wiilsee additional reasoa to fear for himself, 

3. Or to disclose another avenue to er- 
ror, a mau may have thrown oif the shackles 
of his early edecation, aud may boast of it, — 
He may be rejoicing in bits eseape from the 
thraldom of prejudice; andthe pride of new 
opinions wil tend to strengthen them, not be- 
case they are more*sational or more scrip 
tufal than those he formerly beid, bat be 
cause they are more novel, 

4, Add to all these perverting influences, 
the exasperation o! dispute, ‘and the cloud: 
thicken into gloom over the way that leads to 
the temple of iruth. A bitter, a earcastic 
or contemptuons sentence or epithet, will of- 
tenado the mind an injury, which volumes of 
afgument cannot Petri Ve. And it happens 


from this as weil as from other causes, that | 
disputants are often driven to the extremes | 


of opinion, ‘This ts uaquestionably the ten 
dency of all ordinary, controversies, and why 
not of those which are upon religion ?’ Are 
these last geoerally conducted with less beat 
and exasperaiion than otbers 7 

In the midst of these difficulties-—difficult 
tes which are incident to the various states of 
opinion——difficulties nateral and artilicial, 
from withia and from withotit, we nave cause 


to ponder, with anxious and awlul joterest,the | 


inquiry ** what 4s troth.” And amidst ail! y, :; , 
raqusry , : Yea should this scene in headlong ruin close, 


these difficulties, 1t-may be suspected that 


nothing is more rare than to fiud a ‘man of 


" . . in ) 2% 2 awg~ ft TT 
trne religious candorand fairaess—-of genuine | We . 
} ves . 


\iberatity——of a severe rational, cool and 
unbiassed mind—-one whs has arisen above 
this low atmospt e,; where the very aur 
seems to be tenctired with the breathings of 


controversy and recrimination, up to the | 
cure region of truth, where neither prejadice | 


H 


and pervert hie mind, 
SECTARISM, 

Trere is another picture which | would 
fain presento you--the picture of sectarian 
zeal, straggling for pre eminence, mortified 
with feiture ead neglect or triamphing in ev™- 
cess—boasting of its patrons and advocates 
suit] books, and telling up ius numbers and its 
Ferources. 

it ws amazing. to observe the infuence ol 
homan authority in the hith concerns of re 


nor authorliy, nor passion, por injury, nor | 
strife can seud up one influence to disturb | 


they woold shudcer at the use which has 
been made of their authority. And what 
matter is it fo you or me that Calvin or So. 
cinus believed one thing or another, The 
great question with us is ‘what did Christ 
teach’? and this inquiry is great and momen- 
tous enough, to make us forget that there has 
ever been a dispute or a controversy. 
— +o 





RELIGION, ° 


On! wide they wander from the path o! 
truth, 
Who paint Religion with a brow of gloom ; 
Her step ts buoyant, with unfading youth, 
Her features radiant with immortal bloom. 
‘in life’s gay morning, when the crimson tide 
Of pleasure, dances through each burpin 


vein, 7 
| She leads with guardian care, her charge 
{ aside 


rom the brood passage to undying pain. 

And when the fleeting joys of time are past, 
And dark derpondence on the spirit preys, 
She bids with holy hope, the suff’rer cast 
To brighter regions his conficing gaze, 

From vulgar joys, from low debasing cares, 
fis hers alone the sinking soul to save. 

For her ils sweetest smile creation wears, 
“or her no horrors has the yawnicg grave, 


| 


igach shattered planet from it8 orbit move. 
She would mot tremble, for fuli well she 


The arm is oesr her of unpounpEp LOVE. 


—a +e 


» 


Tie bounties of Providence acknowledred 
A a** 
. e 2 . 
Pather of light! we sing thy name, 
Who kindlest up the lamp of day 
Wide as he spreads bis golden flame. 
iis beams thy power and love display. 


Fountain of good ! from thee proceeds, 

ln Coptous drops, the genial rain, 

Which o’er the hills, and through the meads, 
Kevives the grass, and swells the grui, 


Uhrough the. wide world thy bounties spread 
Yet thousands 
Though by thy daily boonty fed 
Despise thy law, reject thy zrace. 


ida of our guilty race, 
t 


5 





liyion. It were to be wiyhed (1b mast msk 
the uopopularity of the remark) it were to be 
wished that the names of Calvin and Armin 
igs and Artes and Soctnus had never been 
heard in the world. If they were good men, | 


Not so may our forgetful hearts 
O’erlook the tokens of thy care ; 


. : aie. 
Bat what thy liberal hand imparts, 


Still own tn praise, still ask in praver. 


) de. s . 
b} Jt {/ idee 
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EXAMINE YOURSELVES, 


Titties good can be done to men by pub: 
lic admonition till they can be persuaded fo | 
sxamnine themselves, and to apply what they 
hear to their own cases. General exhorta- 
tions to repentagce and virtue must be use- | 
less, as far as those to whom they are directed 
think (for want of due examination) that they 
ase already safe and virtuous and therefore 
have no need of them. Let us therefore, 
now for a few minutes employ oar thoughts in 
the work of self examination; and in order 
to find out the true state of our characters, | 
let us consider what answer we can give to | 
such inguiries as the following; lat. We 
should ask ourselves, whether we have ever | 





had @ny serious thoughts about our own con- | 
dition? Iam afraid, that by patting this 
single question to themselves, many persons 
may immediately determine that they have 
no great reason to be pleased with them- 
se'ves.e Multitaudes seem to indulge an in- 
difference with respect to every thing relig- 
ious ; they go on from week to week, in care- 

lessness and levity, without feeling any solici- | 
tude about their present characters and lu- 

ture hopes. Let us then ask ourselves, have 

we ever thought in earnest about being traly 

virtuous ? have we ever felt ourselves alarm 
ej, and taken up seriously the inquiry, * what 
shall 1 do to inherit eternal life? Is it possi- 

ble that those can nave repented of sin, who | 
have never heer under any conviction of | 
it ?—-that those can inherit eternal life who | 
do not make it an object of their attention ; 

or that, contrary to what takes place in this 

world, the enjoyments and honors of another | 
world are to be secured without preparing | 
ourse!ves for them? In short, have we ever | 
employed ourselves in the duty ofself exatme 

ination? If cot, let us consider whether it ts 
possible that we should have acquired true 
csoodness. In order tothis, it is necessary 

that we should have amended our faults, and 
in order to the amendment of our faults, it is 
necessary there should be a discovery of 
them, and there can be no discovery of them 
without examination. The like is to be said 
ofany vittues we may have wanted—of anr 











selves, whether inthe Common course of cur 
concuct we intend virtue as our end? Cer- 
tainit is, that no one can be virtuogs with” 
out designing 1i. But some there are who 
do not seem to go so far in virtuc as even 
this They are ied almost entirely by views 
ofinterest, by the humor of the moment, or 


| by natural temper, without ever setling be- 


fore themselves, the whole of good, the obh- 
gations of morality, the good of mankind, and 
the acquisition of future bliss, as the guides 


and ends oftheir conduct. But let us reckon 


the contrary to be true, Let us suppose that 
the practice of religious virtue is really 
meant. It is obvious that this is only the first 
necessary step to saving goodness. We must 
not only mean, but execute. We must 


not only intend and resolve, but persevere 


and overcome, and make reli:ious virtue the 
principal concern and, business of our lives. 
Let us then ask ourselves,whether we do this ? 
whether we seek first the kiagdom-ot God and 
his righteousness’ whether we take more pains 
to be honest than to be rich, and prefer a con- 
sciousness of integrity to any temporal advan- 
ages? These are the leading points in our chare 
acters, and they ought to be theprincipal ob- 
jects of self exaMiuation. Do we give dili- 
gence to secure God’s acceptance ? Do 
we shake off sloth, and press forward with 


ardor towards the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus? Or 


though we mean virtue,sand lock forwards to 
eternity, do we sleep and loiter, and content 
ourselves with Menguid wishes low attainments, 
and feeble efforts that areynever effectual ? 
Do wé think ourselves good because we have 
some good in us, and possess perhaps even 
some good qualities ? So farwe are tobe 
honored, but it onght not to satisfy us. The 
most vicious men bave some good in them. 
Liberties and profligates have often amiable 
qualities. Itis necessary that we should have 
prevailing goodness. The virtuous principle 
must be the reigning principle ing our hearts, 
It is not-enough that we love truth and right ; 
but we must love them more than any thing 
that can come into competition with them. 
It is not enough that our attendance on the 
duties of piety is constant, our faith sincere, 





good we may have leit undone, or of anysduty 
we may. have improperly neglected. We 
have all of us many deficiences, and itis exe" 
amination alone can inform us what they are, | 
and how far they are, or are not inexcusable | 


and dangerous. Sut further let us ask ours | 
‘ 


and our religious profession strict; but our 
profession, our faith and religious services 
must give eflicacy to ear good resolutions, de- 
liver us from evil habits, and produce those 
fruits of righteousness which are necessary te 
adorn a religious character, 

Dr. Prive. 
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